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Pauatahanui Residents Association  
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at 325 Gray’s Road at 7.30 pm on Thursday 15 May 2008.

1. Present.  John Malsher [Chair],  Alan Gray [Secretary], Mike Conroy,  , Nicky Chapman, Mary Dighton[Treasurer]. Attending also was Moira Lawler , Manager, Social and Economic Policy, to discuss planning a Pauatahanui Village Strategy. 
2. Apologies:  Kay Middleton, Lynette Wharfe.  
3. Minutes:  Minutes of the previous meeting of Thursday 17 April 2008 were approved-moved: Alan; seconded: Nicky.
4. Matters arising from the Minutes:  
Pauatahanui Village Strategy-Moira Lawler attended to discuss a draft document for a Pauatahanui Village Strategy. Comments on the document were-
· How much additional housing should the village accommodate and whether it should conform to a particular character? 

· Recognise that village traffic flows are very much influenced by factors well outside the village. 

· How to define “success” factors so that the project is seen to be on track?

· The scope of the project? While there are many influences outside the Village such as Whitby, suggestions for identifying the Village area geographically included: to the South-SH58: to the North the Lodge at the Inlet on Paekakariki Hill Road. : to the East –Saint Josephs Church: To the West –The end of Grays Road at Ration Point stream but  including the Wildlife Reserve. 
· PCC needs to find contractors for the work. 
· Do the work rapidly and intensively. Get the school and the business community as well as residents involved. 
· Use the PRA AGM in July to announce it and use it as a launching pad.
· Hold a public workshop 2 months after the AGM to identify issues. PRA to arrange
· Coordinating committee to consist of PRA management committee and PCC coordinator.
The Committee thanked Moira for her efforts.    
4.1. Inlet Walkway- Ration Point to Paekakariki Hill Road section. An e-mail had been received from John Wells of Guardians of Pauatahanui Inlet [GOPI] advising that GOPI is not prepared to sign off for PCC on the next part of the Inlet Pathway. PICT and Management of the Wildlife Reserve also have reservations. The only organisation that seems to have signed the consent forms are DOC and it apparently did this without consulting the Wildlife Reserve Management who care for the DOC area of Reserve. . Kay has reviewed the plans for PRA and while there is general approval for the walkway as an important public amenity, the following is a summary of what appears to be the major concerns within the 4 organisations.-
· The width of the proposed extension is 2 metres which seems excessively wide and intrusive on the environment. It will be set  one meter back from the road, giving a total of 3 metres extension on the side of the road.
· The extension of the walkway into the waters of the inlet after it passes Ration Point to avoid the rushes on the roadside is very intrusive of the environment. The walkway should follow the road.

· The majority of the NZ Shore Plovers moved from the Chatham Islands and released by DOC on Mana Island have instead taken up what may be permanent residence in the reed beds of the Reserve close to Grays Road in an area not scheduled to be protected by a one metre high fence. Their situation needs to be evaluated.  As a precautionary measure the screening fence should be extended along this part of the walkway from 60 to 100 metres. 
· Extending the fence still does not give total protection to the wildlife area from dogs being walked. While regulations say the dogs should be on a lead this is not always being observed on the present walkway. Birds are said to be able  to sense dogs whether they are controlled on leads or not
 

· A decision by Greater Wellington on whether the project is to be notified under the RMA is imminent. It would be prudent to be able to consider the reasons for their decision before taking up a position.

The present walkway from Motukaraka Point is discrete and functional. The proposed walkway extension is a much more ambitious design and route which seems excessive for the local environment, particularly by its width; extension onto the tidal flat; and  the need to be more  sensitive to the extra requirements of the Wildlife Reserve. 

PRA would suggest a workshop/meeting be called by PCC of all concerned to address the issues of the walkway. 

It was agreed that PRA would not sign off on the walkway until the needs of GOPI, the Wildlife Reserve and PICT were satisfied. 

4.2. Annual General Meeting. This is booked for Thursday 31 July at the Lodge at the Inlet. 2 speakers have accepted -Beverley Wakem Chief Ombudsman; and Frank Fernandez Liaison Officer with the Transmission Gully Motorway Project group. An update will also be given on the status of the Puketiro Windfarm proposal.   

4.3. PRA application to the Charities Commission for charitable status. This application is just being completed.
4.4. Proposed Plan Change 7 to the Porirua City District Plan “Windfarms.”  The summary of submissions has been released but PRA has not received a copy. Alan to arrange to get one. Further submissions close on 06/06/2008. Any comments on issues thought to need a further submission to be sent to John. 
4.5. Battle Hill Farm Park. The Pauatahanui Futures Society Inc. has notified PRA that on 12 May it lodged an action with the High Court at Wellington seeking a Judicial Review over the Greater Wellington Regional Council’s process in reviewing the Battle Hill Farm Forest Park Management Plan.   The GWRC is first respondent and RES (NZ) Limited is the second respondent. It has also applied for a Mandatory Injunction seeking to halt any further work until the date of a hearing on the Statement of Claim, is settled.  

4.6. EQM subdivision.  Proposed Plan Change 6.  A pre-hearing conference is being held in the environment Court on 16/05/2008. Mediation is likely to be proposed as the first step. Mike is attending for PRA under  Section 274. 
4.7. Monitoring Silt Discharges into Pauatahanui Inlet. Ngatitoa have agreed to participate in a deputation including PRA, PICT and GOPI to Greater Wellington Regional Council requesting a review of standards for monitoring silt discharges into the Inlet. Mike to represent PRA.  
4.8. The PCC Rural Review Reference Group. Mike has contacted PCC twice but unable to get a response on the future of this Group. Mike was requested to contact other members of the Group and ask them to write formally to Roger Blakeley about the problem.  
4.9. Subscription renewal. This has been mailed out with the April minutes. 

4.10. Footpath for the Bus shelter at junction of Flighty’s Road and SH 58. PCC were not helpful on this issue but Dianne Boyack has notified PRA that consent for the forest to be taken down at the end of Flighty’s Rd, included that the intersection needs to be made safe for the children & she will  focus on ensuring that the forestry people comply.
4.11. PCC draft annual Plan- This document has been reviewed and there were no obvious issues for PRA to make a submission on. There is scope for further d submissions later depending on what other people submit. 
4.12. Greater Wellington Regional Councils Draft Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region 2008. Nicky has reviewed this document and feels that a PRA submission could be limited to supporting the PCC submission which has gone in, which addresses several local issues including Battle Hill Regional Park. Mike is going to add a paragraph on public transport issues. Nicky to file a submission by 16/05/2008.
5. Correspondence:

5.1. Inward   

5.1.1.  Various PCC committee & other papers, including-

Notification of a series of workshops to provide the opportunity for organisations to review focus areas of community outcomes.[22/05/2008] Forwarded to the Committee.

5.1.2.  Draft for a Pauatahanui Village Strategy received from Moira Lawler , Manager, Social and Economic Policy, Porirua City Council for the Management Committee’s input. [01/05/2008] 

5.1.3. Message from Pauatahanui Futures Society Inc (PFS) notifying of their Legal Action against Great Wellington Regional Council over a failure to consult on future use of battle Hill Farm Park. [13/05/2008] Forwarded to Committee. 

5.1.4. Message from Viv Rickard PCC requesting a meeting with PRA to discuss a heritage project which will help to ensure that the Taylor-Stace Cottage is protected from flooding [13/04/2008].

5.1.5. E-mail from Councillor Tim Sheppard about the new 2009-19 Long Term Council Community Plan [Forwarded to members on 04/05/2008]
5.1.6. E-mail from Beverley Wakem accepting to be guest speaker at the PRA AGM.

5.1.7. E-mail from John Wells of GOPI advising that GOPI is not prepared to sign off on the next part of the Inlet Pathway. [12/05/2008] 

5.1.8. E-mail correspondence with Diannne Boyack about a footpath for the Flighty’s road bus shelter. 

5.1.9. A letter from the Environment Court notifying that a pre-hearing conference is being held at the Court on 16/05/2008. [27/04/2008] 

5.2. Outward

5.2.1. Correspondence with Beverley Wakem, Chief Ombudsman, inviting her to be guest speaker for the PRA AGM in July. 

5.2.2. Correspondence with Frank Fernandez. Liaison Officer with the Transmission Gully Motorway Project group, asking him to present his update on the motorway to the PRA AGM on 31 July. 

5.2.3. PRA letter to GWRC critical of the public consultation on the Battle Hill Farm and Forest Park Management Plan. 

6. General Business

6.1. Accounts- These stand at $4,328-38. 

6.2. Taylor Stace Cottage- A request  from Viv Rickard, Officer responsible for heritage issues at PCC,  requesting a meeting with PRA to discuss a heritage project which will help to ensure that the Taylor-Stace Cottage is protected from flooding. John will reply and arrange a meeting probably on site. Ken also asked that an enquiry be made at the same time on progress in clearing the willow trees from the upper part of the Pauatahanui Stream which are adding to the flooding problem and whether resource consent has been obtained. 

6.3. Website correspondence- The Pauatahanui web site www.pauatahanui.com is helping to attract input from the community and others. There is a need to ensure they are captured as incoming correspondence. John to arrange for the correspondence to be routinely forwarded to Alan to deal with.
7. Date of Next meeting – 19 June 2008

John Malsher. 
Acting Chair;  Pauatahanui Residents Association
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